
Figure 8.  This figure shows the decline in permafrost potential over the 1850 to 2013 time period. The

permafrost potential is defined by the decadal air temperature. If the annual average temperature

over a 10 year period is 0C or below, then that area was regarded as permafrost. Over the 1900 to

present time span roughly 4.5 Million sq km of potential permafrost area has been lost.


